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world’s greatest wines.

pon entering the gracious
“'nrul-]‘n.lln-h-ll Sherry-
Lehmann on Park Avenue ancd
58th Street in New York Citv, it is hard
to imagine that this elegant wine and
spirits emporium began life as a boot-
legging operation during Prohibition
l'!‘lh.tp!" the: oldest l'lll:litlllul:l*;]_'. operit-
ing wine and liquor store in the US,
sherry-Lehmann began its legitimate
life as Sherry Wine and Spirits Co,
Inc., when the repeal of the Valstead
Act enabled founder (and whiskey
lover ];LL‘L Aaron to convert his spirits
business into what has grown to
become one of the finest wine ‘-Illhl:}h' in
the world

Hl'i_{_[in:l.]l} taking its name from its
first location, the Louis .‘i|u-1'|‘_\ Build-
ing on Madison Avenue and 62nd
Street, Shermy Wine and Spirits moved
its focus from spirits to wine one vear
after its 1934 founding. _!.ll:';. Agron was
joined in business by his brother Sam,
whose interest in wine rivaled his
brother's love of whiskey. As the busi-
ness n'\lnulli:'d under the Aaron broth- Chris Adams
ers, it moved several times—first one
block south, to Madison Avenue and
Glst Street, in 1937, and amain across
the street to 679 Madison Avenue. In
the meantime, in 1965, the Aarons had
tuken over their largest competitor, a
sourmet butcher and grocery store
which also sold wine and liquor. With
this acguisition of M. Lehmann in
1963, the name wis changed to Sherry-
Lehmann. In 2007 H'II'I'T}-|.L'||II|.'|I:|I| relocated to its present
three-floor, 9.000-square-foot location.

Strolling the aisles of the boutique-like 59th Street location
it is hard to imagine the imme nsity of the operation, The
inventory has RO D Ing 'Iljt]q FR ] |.|_|:H ] and the bur |_|-‘-|||5."|-' =
Cirpeete (] she i s just the |I['i ol the ici -]wlf._[ in a retail enterprise
that includes 2 65,4 E]-\rlu.tru'-f'nnt temperature- ancl |J||r||.i1|i!_x'-
controlled warehouse, o catalog and Internet business which

Embracing innovation while adhering to the basics of great customer
service, this renowned retailer manages an impressive inventory of the

service 100,000 customers per vear, a
Wine Club and Master Class series lead
by Kevin Zraly, and a stafl of 70 which
grows to 200 during the '|Lu|i-:].'sj. eSO
Under the tutelage of Robin Kelley
O'Connor, director of sales and educa-
tion, the highly knowledgeable, multi-
lingual sales team can help customers
choose the E‘I"I'l.i.'l'r wine for any occa
sion, Clients can be assured that
whether they select a Castillo de Jumills
Monastrell Rosado 2005 for S-‘x_!].".} i bt
tle, or an Imperial of Mouton-Roth
schild 2005 for %5950, their ]'IIII'I.']I.;HI
will be JII'I:"\.r'H|l'I| to them at |1--r|i'1 t el
lar temperature

Sum Aaron stepped down in April
1990, and his son Michael Aaron
became chairman. At that time, Michael
Yurch became his partner, holding the
title of President. In 2005, Chris Adams
and "'S'II".(]: silmer joined as partners
Michs ll.l Aaron retived in 2008, and is
now Chairman Emeritus, Shyda Gilimser
is now COO and Chris Adams is CEO,

“It's a great honor for us to be recog-
nized by Wine Enthusiast,” says Adams,
“We work hard e VETY |tl'~ hl: ISE Wi
are passionate not just llHIII1 wine and
spirits, but about this store, and a
]]“’"ll to be the caretakers of its 'ilul'u'-:|
history and tradition. One of the prinei-
ples of our long history has been to
remiember the basics 'L‘-'J.I.ill' emhnicing
innovation, and we will continue to
|[r'1.:'|rr|r and expand our business while
:lr“'ll_ll-\ |"~'|“|~'|1|E”.'J'|]|'—t ﬂh“ service is w |h|.|:
makes H]s:'!':'_'.-|A']|||L;i|t1| -1]1|~L'i.:| We couldn't be |1|'|.Z|III.'I'I of
this award, and we consider it a highlight of Sherry-Lelhmann’s
76 years in business,”

Anyone at Sherry-Lehmann will tell vou that their business
is built on three hillll'lli‘ ]'lr'“illl.'f]'lli 5 service, service and service
It is this commitment to service that has earned Sherryv-
Lehmann the Wine Enthusiast Retailer of the Year Award
MIKE DESIMONE AND JEFF JENSSEN




